--- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ---

Stadio Paolo Mazza is competing for 'Stadium of the Year'

Following its 2018 reconstruction, the historical stadium in Ferrara was nominated to the annual Stadium of the Year awards. It competes with 26 other stadiums, all of which were built or redeveloped last year.
Candidates represent 11 countries, most heavily represented by Russia and Turkey, where 7 and 6 modern stadiums were opened in 2018, respectively. For Russia the reason for such boost in infrastructure is obvious, the FIFA World Cup. In Turkey's case it's the outcome of nationwide programme of stadium reconstruction, which is delivering over 20 brand new stadiums.

Stadio Paolo Mazza can become the very first Italian stadium to win any of the two awards. While winning the Jury Vote (first possible award) may prove extremely difficult, because of impressive competition. The Ferrara stadium is very modest compared to most candidates, having cost over 100 times less than the most expensive stadium of 2018, Optus Stadium in Australia. 

However, in Stadium of the Year money or capacity aren't playing. The most important factor is what was achieved in the conditions available. Which means that Stadio Paolo Mazza is an interesting case, created with very limited resources and extremely constrained space. The Jury is taking this into account.

There are three members of the Jury, all of them experts in stadium design who have opened at least one stadium in recent years. They represent Great Britain (Robert Kennedy of Holmes Miller Architects), Italy (Gino Zavanella of GAU Arena) and Paraguay (Alfredo Angulo Quevedo).

Meanwhile, in the Popular Vote (second possible award) everything is possible. Here it's all about the enthusiasm generated by each nominated stadium. If the people of Ferrara and SPAL fans support their stadium, it stands a chance against the biggest and most expensive candidates. In previous years it became clear that even underdogs can win.

Everyone is free to cast one vote until midnight on March 3 (Italian time). In order to do so, organisers ask for one thing only: to select the best five stadiums (not only one!) through a dedicated online platform. Tens of thousands of stadium enthusiasts join the vote annually, many of them supporters aiding the chances of their local stadium. 
Stadium of the Year 2018 is already the ninth edition of the world's largest online vote. It's a non-commercial initiative, aiming to preserve open and democratic selection process and ensure participation for everyone around the world. 

--- ENDS ---
Please feel free to use images to illustrate the material:

Stadium of the Year logo →
Maps and graphics of candidate stadiums →
Photos of candidate stadiums →
[hosted online at Mega virtual drive until March 31]

Note: If you decide to publish an article based on this press release, please include names of the Jurors. They are famous architects and deserve recognition for their help in this project.
